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Kaipara District Council
What are the problems
There is growing concern from residents on unsealed roads (not just forestry routes but developing
areas) to seal their roads or at least their property frontages as dust is becoming more of a topic of
discussion. This is to reduce the impacts of dust on resident’s health and to improve road safety.
KDC has received numerous complaints over the years to either seal a road or to undertake dust
suppression.
Where are the problems
The Council has undertaken an assessment of its highest risk roads for dust using the Dust Risk
Matrix from NZTA’s General Circular 16/04. An extract from this assessment is shown below. Pouto
Road which carries our largest quantity of logging traffic within the district is currently our only
known “high” dust risk scoring road within the Kaipara District. A business case to have the first
10km of the unsealed section of Pouto Road sealed, which carries the bulk of logging traffic has not
been presented formally to NZTA, but has been a discussion point.

What is being done to address the issue
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A business case to have the first 10km of the unsealed section of Pouto Road sealed, which carries
the bulk of logging traffic (up to 100 trucks per day) has been developed and is currently being
revised for re-submission. A number of other factors have been taken into consideration for this
business case, including but not limited to being a national cycle trail, causing potential harm to
threatened species, community resilience, etc.
A section of Blackswamp Road, Mangawhai has had a seal extension completed on it within the last
financial year which has provided some dust reduction and safety improvements, however a short
length through to the district boundary and through to the greater Auckland City Council remains
unsealed. Logging here is believed to have ceased however could start up again within the next 2 – 3
years within the Auckland City Council boundary which may see truck movements through into the
Kaipara. Funding for this project was gained through the collection of Development Contributions.
This financial year KDC are sealing a heavily built up residential section of Settlement Road, Kaiwaka,
again utilising Development Contribution funds. Settlement Road, although not a logging route, sees
a significant increase in traffic during summer months with thoroughfare traffic from SH1 to
Mangawhai by both holiday makers and festival attendees.
The Kaipara District has previously undertaken dust mitigation trials with the results not proving to
be a viable ongoing option to pursue. The same products trialled by KDC are also being trialled by
FNDC currently and are believed to be further advanced in the application process which may
provide better results for KDC to review. The trials have been focused on areas where individual
ratepayer pressure has been at the forefront and are currently back to a regular maintenance.
Aggregate blend research has also been undertaken by KDC and although dust was not a focus of
this research but rather increase pavement longevity and strength, a side result has been a visible
reduction in dust. This research has been used to form the standards for unsealed metaling
(unsealed rehabilitation) going forward as best practise, including being introduced into the new
Road Maintenance and Renewals Contracts.
KDC’s current practice is to not undertake any dust suppression unless the activity can be subsidised.
Further development of houses on unsealed roads is leading to more people being exposed to dust
and more pressure for dust mitigation and road sealing. Examples of this are more evident within
the Mangawhai area. Pebblebrook Road as an example being our second highest scored road in the
District. Currently the road has 16 residential dwellings within a 1 km section, including horticultural
and ecologically sensitive areas and even a restaurant open during summer months.
What funding has been allocated/applied for (local / national)
The following applications have been made in the RLTP:
•

$200,000 as part of dust safety projects.

Under which category has the funding been applied for and the reasons why this funding category
is being used.
Funding has been applied for under the following NZTA Work Categories:
•

Dust Suppression: Work Category 112 Unsealed Pavement Maintenance. (As part of the
enhanced unsealed maintenance activities)
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