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Rārangi Take O Te Poari 
(Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Board Agenda) 

 

Meeting to be held remotely 
on Friday 18 February 2022, commencing at 10.00am 

 
Recommendations contained in the agenda are NOT decisions of the meeting. Please refer to 

minutes for resolutions. 
 

NGĀ MANA WHAKAHAERE 
(MEMBERSHIP OF THE TE ONEROA-A-TŌHE BOARD) 

Chair, Te Rūnanga o Te Rarawa,  Haami Piripi 

Deputy Chair, Far North 
District Council, Mate Radich 

Far North District Council 
Mayor John Carter 

NRC Councillor Marty 
Robinson 

NRC Councillor Colin Kitchen Ngāti Kuri Trust Board Graeme 
Neho 

NgaiTakato Wallace Rivers 

Te Runanga Nui o Te Aupouri 
Trust Waitai Petera 

  

KARAKIA/WHAKATAU 
RĪMITI (Item) Page 

1.0 NGĀ MAHI WHAKAPAI/HOUSEKEEPING 

2.0 NGĀ WHAKAPAHĀ/APOLOGIES    

That the apologies of Colin Kitchen, Wallace Rivers,Waitai Petera be received. 

3.0 NGA WHAKAPUAKANGA/DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

4.0 WHAKĀE NGĀ MINITI (CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES) 

4.1 Confirmation of Minutes - 17 December 2021 3  

5.0 NGĀ RĪMITI (ITEMS) 

5.1 Meeting Schedule for 2022 8 

5.2 Correspondence received by the Board 9 

5.3 Wild dogs update 10 

5.4 February 2022 Technical Steering Group update 11 

5.5 Te Araroa Northern Trust meeting update 58 

5.6 Sandhills Road development 59  

KARAKIA WHAKAMUTUNGA 
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TITLE: Confirmation of Minutes - 17 December 2021 

From: Meloney Tupou, Maori Governance and Engagement Support Admin  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Meloney Tupou, Maori Governance and Engagement Support Admin, on 15 
February 2022  

  

Ngā mahi tūtohutia / Recommendation 

That the minutes of Te Oneroa A Tōhē Board Minutes meeting held on 17 December 2021 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Attachment 1: Te Oneroa-A-Tōhē Board Minutes ⇩   

TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_files/TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_Attachment_15567_1.PDF
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Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Board 
17 December 2021 

 1 

Ngā Miniti O Te Poari O Te Oneroa-A-Tōhē 
Te Oneroa-A-Tōhē Board Minutes 

 

Meeting held via Zoom video and teleconferencing 
on Friday 17 December 2021, commencing at 10.00am 

 
 
Tuhinga (Present): 

Haami Piripi  Te Rūnanga o Te Rarawa   (Chair) 
Cr Marty Robinson Northland Regional Council   
Colin Kitchen  NRC Councillor  
Graeme Neho  Ngāti Kuri Trust Board  
George Riley  Te Rūnanga o Te Rarawa 
Kerry Shanta  Te Araroa Northland Trust 
Theresa Burkhardt FNDC - Policy Planner 
 
Auriole Ruka  Pou Manawhakahaere – Group Manager, 
Governance & Engagement 
Ben Lee NRC - GM, Strategy, Governance & Engagement 
Sheila Taylor NRC - Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 
Meloney Tupou NRC - Kaiāwhina Tari (minutes) 

 

I Tae Mai (In Attendance): 
 

Huihuinga i te wahanga (Part Meeting) 

Mayor John Carter Far North District Council 

Gary Hooper  Chief Executive - Aquaculture New Zealand 

Darren Edwards 

 

The Chair declared the meeting open at 10.10am. 

Karakia Timatanga and Whakatau 

Graeme Neho – karakia  

Haami Piripi – mihi 

John Carter – mihi 

• Haami Piripi acknowledged all the members and opened the floor for members to mihi  

• Graeme Neho, John Carter, Marty Robinson and Colin Kitchen – mihi to the committee 
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Ngā whakapahā/Apologies (Item 1.0)  
 

Recommendation 

That the apology from Mate Radich (Dep Chair) and Wallace Rivers for non-attendance be 
received. 

 
 

Carried 

Nga whakapuakanga (Declarations of Conflicts of Interest) 
It was advised that members should make declarations item-by-item as the meeting progressed. 

 

Confirmation of Minutes (Item 4.1) 

Moved Marty Robinson/Colin Kitchen) 

Report from Rachael King, Planning and Policy Administrator 

• The Mauri Model – council is working on the structure of the report 
 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Board meeting held on 15 October 2021 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 

Carried 
 

Financial Report (Item 5.1) 

Moved (Marty Robinson/Graeme Neho) 

Report from Rachael King, Planning and Policy Administrator 

 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 

THAT the report ‘Financial Report’ by Rachael King, Planning and Policy Administrator and 
dated 10 December 2021, be received. 

Carried 
 

Correspondence Received by the Board (Item 5.2) 

Marty Robinson/Haami Piripi) 

Report from Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 

That the report ‘Correspondence Received by the Board’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa 
Māori and dated 9 December 2021, be received. 

Carried 
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• Gary Hooper and Laws Lawson to join us for a presentation it was agreed we continue the 
livestream in order to educate and inform the public 

11am – John Carter left the meeting. 

Unable to formally receive the paper, as the Board no longer has a quorum. 

Speed Limits Bylaw 2021 update (Item 5.3) 

Report from Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 

That the report ‘Speed Limits Bylaw 2021 update’ by Shawn Baker, NTA and dated 7 
December 2021, be received. 

• Board would like confirmation and timeline around speed limits 
• 90 km per hour looking at reducing to 60km 
• June 2022 is the proposed time line 

 
 

Update on 2021 Beach Collecting and Loader Driving Code of Practice (Item 
5.4) 

Report from Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 

That the report ‘Update on 2021 Beach Collecting and Loader Driving Code of Practice’ by 
Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori and dated 8 December 2021, be received. 

• Fishing year starts 1 October finishes 30 September.  People would work with 
nature better if there was a legislative change eg 1 April to 31 March.  There is a 
misalignment with financial and nature 

• This task can be assigned to TSG and they can provide information back to the 
board 

 
 

Wild Dogs Update (Item 5.5) 

Report from Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 

 
Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 

That the report ‘Wild Dogs Update’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori and dated 9 
December 2021, be received. 

• Doc website for concerns on dogs 
• 18/20 wild dogs have been culled 
• Signs will go up to notify public that dogs are being eradicated  

 
 

December 2021 Technical Steering Group Update (Item 5.6) 

Report from Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia | Recommendation 
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That the report ‘December 2021 Technical Steering Group Update’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi 
Kaupapa Māori and dated 3 December 2021, be received.  (quorum) 

• Four items assigned to TSG  
1. Scattering of ashes - letter has been drafted and will go out next week. 

Discussions with Tipene Funeral Home in supporting information around whānau who bring 
ashes home to Te Tai Tokerau 

2.  Speed limits – will be adopted June 2022 as previously discussed 
3.  Resource Consent  – work in progress.  Pre application with the board to be encouraged. 

• Concerns over managing the beach with dogs and the danger they present to the public 
• 15 December – 31 January and all public holidays dogs need to be on a leash at Ahipapra it 

does not however extend to the whole of Te Oneroa-A-Tōhē 
4.  Snapper Bonanza  - they have managed to get funding from Northland Inc 

• Agreed that the relationship with Snapper Bonanza moving forward is a great opportunity 
for the Beach Board.  Forming a partnership is a positive move for TOATB kaupapa 

 
 

 

Auriole Ruka spoke to the Committee and announced her new position within NRC.  Auriole is the 
Pou Manawhakahaere – Group Manager, Governance & Engagement 

Karakia Mutunga  

Graeme Neho 

Whakamutunga (Conclusion) 
The meeting concluded at 12.00pm 
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TITLE: Meeting Schedule for 2022 

From: Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Auriole Ruka, Pou Manawhakahaere - GM Governance and Engagement, on 
15 February 2022  

  

Executive summary/Whakarāpopototanga 

The purpose of this report is to confirm the meeting frequency and dates of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach 
Board (the Board), for the 2022 calendar year. 

The Board will need to consider its work plan for the 2022 calendar year.  This meeting will be used 
by the Board to agree its focus and workplan for the 2022 calendar year. 
 

Recommendation(s) 

1. That the report ‘Meeting Schedule for 2022’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori 
and dated 26 January 2022, be received. 

2. That the Board: 

a. Defer setting the Board calendar until the March 2022 Board meeting 

or 

b. Set the frequency of the 2022 Board meetings, commencing February 2022, to 
either: 

i. Monthly 

ii. Bi-monthly 

iii. Quarterly 

c. Contingent on recommendation 2.b.i, 2.b.ii or 2.b.iii being approved, the Board 
set the meeting dates for 2022 to the third Friday of the month in which the 
Board shall meet. 

i. 18 March   

ii. 22 April    

iii. 20 May  

iv. 17 June 

v. 22 July 

vi. 19 August 

vii. 23 September 

  
 

 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Nil 
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TITLE: Correspondence received by the Board 

From: Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Auriole Ruka, Pou Manawhakahaere - GM Governance and Engagement, on 
15 February 2022  

  

Whakarāpopototanga / Executive summary 

During the month of December 2022, no correspondence was received by the Board via it’s email 
address.  
 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia / Recommendation 

That the report ‘Correspondence received by the Board’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa 
Māori and dated 26 January 2022, be received. 

 

Background/Tuhinga 
 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Nil 
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TITLE: Wild dogs update 

From: Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Auriole Ruka, Pou Manawhakahaere - GM Governance and Engagement, on 
15 February 2022  

  

Whakarāpopototanga / Executive summary 

Since early 2021, attacks by packs of wild dogs have been causing concern for the safety of beach 
users and owners of properties adjacent to Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. Te Hiku o te Ika Iwi, Northland 
Regional Council, Far North District Council and Department of Conservation have been working to 
resolve the situation. 

This paper is to provide an update to the Board on the current situation. The update will be provided 
by Graeme Neho. 
 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia / Recommendation 

That the report ‘Wild dogs update’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori and dated 26 
January 2022, be received. 

 

 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Nil 
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TITLE: February 2022 Technical Steering Group update 

From: Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Auriole Ruka, Pou Manawhakahaere - GM Governance and Engagement, on 
15 February 2022  

  

Whakarāpopototanga / Executive summary 

This report is to receive information from the Technical Steering Group (TSG) on the progress of: 

1. priority action items from Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe; and 

2. other matters assigned to the TSG. 

 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia / Recommendation 

That the report ‘February 2022 Technical Steering Group update’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi 
Kaupapa Māori and dated 26 January 2022, be received. 

 

Background/Tuhinga 

1. Progress of priority action items from Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe: 

1.1 Scattering of ashes 

A11. Provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human ashes in the 
sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is inappropriate. Share information via: 

1. the Board’s website; and 

2. local funeral providers. 

Update: A letter has been distributed to local funeral providers. Information will be loaded 
onto the Board’s website in February 2022 (attachment 1). 

 
1.2 Resource consent process 

A16. Formalise the process by which the Board is notified and receives all applications for 
resource consents relating to Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Management Area for consideration. 

A22. Establish a process for the Board to receive and review resource consent applications 
relating to Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. 

Update: Currently on hold. 

 
1.3 Sites of significance 

A6. Provide GIS mapping expertise and templates to support Iwi, Hapū and whānau to identify 
wāhi tapu and sites of significance in the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Management Area, for the 
purposes of including these for protection in the district and/or regional plans. 
Update: Action item 6 is a predecessor to the following action items contained in the beach 
management plan: 

• A7. Include sites identified in A6 in the regional and district plans for protection as 
relevant. 

• A8. Prepare the information necessary for explaining the values and significance of Te 
Oneroa-a-Tōhe and Te Ara Wairua as a culturally significant landscape, and the 
activities that may have adverse effects on them, for the purposes of this information 
going into the regional and district plans as outlined in A9. 
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The TSG are currently developing options as to how to identify wāhi tapu and sites of 
significance. The TSG currently have a small budget to develop this information alongside Iwi, 
hapū and whanau (funding provided by NRC and FNDC). A formal paper as to how the TSG 
recommend this be undertaken will be presented at the next board meeting (if necessary). 

2. Other matters assigned to the TSG 

2.1 Re-print of Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 

Update: A print run has been approved of up to $800. Grammatical changes have been made 
to the plan and a revised quote has been received from the printer. Once printed, these will 
be couriered to Graeme Neho for distribution. 

 

 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Attachment 1: Sample letter to funeral providers ⇩   

TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_files/TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_Attachment_15478_1.PDF
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 



Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Board   ITEM: 5.4 

18 February 2022 Attachment 1 

 23 

  

 

 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz



Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Board   ITEM: 5.4 

18 February 2022 Attachment 1 

 24 

  

 

Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
 
 



Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Board   ITEM: 5.4 

18 February 2022 Attachment 1 

 49 

  

 

Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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Geards Funerals 
13 Pukepoto Road 
Kaitaia 0410 
 
 
 
RE: Scattering of human ashes/cremated remains on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe / Ninety 
Mile Beach. 
 
 
E nga Rangatira I noho nei ki te whakarite o tatou tupaapaku, tena koutou. Me mihi 
ka tika. Kiaora.    
 
My name is Haami Piripi of Te Rarawa, and I am writing this letter in my capacity as 
Chairperson of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board (Ninety Mile Beach Board). The 
Board is a statutory co-governance partnership created by the 2015 Te Hiku Treaty 
Settlements Act between local government and the iwi of Te Rarawa, NgāiTakoto, 
Te Aupōuri and Ngāti Kuri. Each are represented on the board. along with 
representatives from both the Far North District Council and Regional council who 
administer the board as a committee of council.  The establishment of the board 
and its increased role in beach management was a breakthrough for Treaty 
partnership and the various parties associated with Te Oneroa a-Tōhe, enabling the 
active participation of the iwi affiliated to the beach and its environs. 
 
Our primary function is to work collectively and collaboratively to provide 
governance and direction for all people using the beach. Our purpose is to protect 
and enhance the environmental, economic, social, cultural and spiritual well-being 
of the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe. This includes areas both landward and seaward 
(management area attached to this letter) for now and into the future.  
 
In January 2021, the board approved Te Rautaki o Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe (beach 
management plan). The plan outlines aspirations for Te Oneroa-Tōhe and includes 
desired outcomes, objectives and actions for the board to achieve those aspirations. 
Of significance was the inclusion of the following desired outcomes associated with 
Ngā ture Wairua (spiritual value): 

 The culturally significant pathway of Te Ara Wairua is protected. 
 Wāhi tapu, sites of significance and other heritage are protected. 
 Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe is treated by everyone as a taonga tuku iho – a treasure 

handed down through the generations. 
To convert these desired outcomes into action, the board agreed to: 
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 include rules in the regional plan prohibiting the scattering of human ashes in 
the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways; and 

 provide information to the public explaining that the scattering of human 
ashes in the sea, on the beach, on sand dunes and in waterways is 
inappropriate. The remainder of Following is information we would like you to 
be aware of. 

 
Attached to this letter is information explaining the significance of Te Ara Wairua 
and why it is thefore inappropriate to scatter ashes in the beach management area. 
We are sharing this information with you, with an expectation that you will also share 
this information with your clients and their whanau/families to ensure they are 
aware of the tikanga and the rules that have been established by the board. 
 
No reira he mana anō tō te Poari nei ki te tiaki tēnei taonga mo te katoa. 
Whakapiri whakatata mai kia oho ake te tupuna nei a Tōhe 
Kia pihi ake ngā taringa o te tamaiti ki te karanga o Hinemoana e pāpaki mai ra i te 
ao, i te po. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 
 
 
 
Haami Piripi ONZM 
Chairman  
  

P: 0800 002 004 
E: info@teoneroa-a-tohe.nz
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Te Ara Wairua – The Spirits Pathway 
 
Life after death is a fundamental spiritual notion of human communities all over the world. 
 
In Aotearoa the indigenous world view is rooted in 6,000 years of Polynesian and Pacific history, 
which converges at a common destination – the Polynesian home of origin known intimately in 
Aotearoa as Hawaiki.  
 
Before the intrepid voyager Kupe returned to Hawaiki (after having named and circumnavigated 
Aotearoa), he established the sacred pathway enabling the spirits of his descendants to make their 
return home after death. He named the pathway Te Ara Wairua, which traverses Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe 
and is generally known to be between low and high tide. 
 
There are other places along Te Ara Wairua that are significant to some iwi, providing opportunities 
for a final farewell to the deceased, where spirits may rest under a tree or drink from a special 
running stream. The kaitiaki (guardians) of the pathway’s cultural integrity are local tangata whenua 
who live in communities close by. They know and are familiar with these places and remain the 
repository of this cultural and intellectual knowledge. 
 
Since then, the stories of Te Ara Wairua have been recounted and remain a commonly held belief 
throughout all Māori communities. In theological terms, it is a pillar of Māori culture and an integral 
aspect of our holistic world view. 
 
It is this holistic world view that has been of great interest to European scholars and academics, due 
to its complex and comprehensive nature as a paradigm of religious ideology. Having heard about 
the journey of Māori souls following this spirit trail, it became the mission of evangelists to 
understand Māori customs to convert them, replacing their own (Māori) beliefs with Christian 
theology. It is perhaps for this reason that the significance of the spiritual pathway’s cultural 
importance has been challenged over time, risking its relegation to mere legend and fable. 
 
Iwi of Te Hiku o Te Ika have for decades voiced concerns about the importance of Te Ara Wairua, the 
beach and its environs, proactively seeking opportunities to be more involved in their management 
and protection. The pathway was included in the suite of conservation redress mechanisms and is 
contained in the settlement legislation of Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. One such mechanism was the 
establishment of the Board, who are required to include within the auspices of this plan the ongoing 
recognition and protection of the spiritual wellbeing of Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe and by extension Te Ara 
Wairua. 
 
There are other significant cultural phenomena associated with the beach management area that are 
of importance to Te Hiku o Te Ika iwi. These phenomena remain unseen by the naked eye. However, 
iwi of the area has their own methods of noting their presence through stories that recount the 
chronology of events and circumstances that have created and maintained the persona, traits and 
signs that define them. An example is the Taniwha Paraweta who patrols parts of the most southern 
end of the beach. 
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TITLE: Te Araroa Northern Trust meeting update 

From: Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Auriole Ruka, Pou Manawhakahaere - GM Governance and Engagement, on 
15 February 2022  

  

Whakarāpopototanga / Executive summary 

On behalf of Te Araroa Northern Trust (the Trust), this report provides an update to Te Oneroa-a-
Tōhe Beach Board (the Board) from the Trust’s last meeting. This report will be supported by a 
verbal update on the following matters: 

1. New Executive Director for Te Araroa Trust: 

a. Mark Weatherall has resigned. Matt Claridge our new Executive Director as from 1st 
February 2022. 

2. Feedback from Te Araroa walkers on Feral Dogs in Far North. 

a. The Trust has received no comments nor any information regarding any sightings of 
feral dogs from Te Araroa walkers since our last meeting on 17th December 2021. 
Warnings to be careful and aware of feral dogs remain posted on our trail alert 
webpage. 

3. Number of Te Araroa Registered Walkers this Season. 

a. There have been 600 registered Te Araroa walkers this season but due to lockdown 
restrictions and Covid 19; numbers are likely to be much less. Our estimate of the 
number of walkers on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe this season is more likely to be around 100 
to 200 walkers. 

4. Need for more Toilet Facilities on Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe? 

a. Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe may be better served by the provision of more toilet facilities 
particularly over the summer season (options to consider include a portaloo serviced 
regularly by council).  

b. The Trust would like some guidance from the Board as to how to approach Far North 
District Council or other options that could be considered). 

 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia / Recommendation 

1. That the report ‘Te Araroa Northern Trust meeting update’ by Kerry Shanta, Kaiārahi 
Kaupapa Māori and dated 26 January 2022, be received. 

 

 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Nil 
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TITLE: Sandhills Road development 

From: Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori  

Authorised by 
Group Manager/s: 

Auriole Ruka, Pou Manawhakahaere - GM Governance and Engagement, on 
15 February 2022  

  

Whakarāpopototanga / Executive summary 

 1000 Sandhills Limited (the Applicant) has acquired the property formally owned by Ahipara Land 
Company Limited. The Applicant is seeking approval from the Far North District Council and 
Northland Regional Council to realign some of the internal access and to adjust some of the building 
platform locations. These adjustments do not change the number of approved lots and do not 
provide for any access directly onto 90 Mile Beach. 
 
This paper has been prepared in advance of the Applicant seeking approval from the Territorial 
Authorities to ensure the Te Oneroa-a-Tōhe Beach Board are aware of the upcoming lodgement. 
 

Ngā mahi tūtohutia / Recommendation 

That the report ‘Sandhills Road development’ by Sheila Taylor, Kaiārahi Kaupapa Māori and 
dated 11 February 2022, be received. 

 

Background/Tuhinga 

 The subdivision of the land was granted by the Northland Regional Council on 5 November 2015 
which expire in October 2025 (attachment 1) and the Far North District Council on 26 September 
2107 (attachment 2). The District Council approval has been granted for a period of 10 years (copies 
of the approved Northland Regional Council and Far North District Council approvals are attached to 
this paper). 
 
Drawings of the proposed alignment amendments and access route realignment (attachment 3). 
The diagram in attachment 3 presents an overview for the access and building sites for the proposed 
development at 1000 Sand Hills Rd. As per the Legend the yellow lines represent the consented 
access way, the blue lines the current access alignment and the pink sets out the proposed access 
way. Where the pink lines deviate from the yellow lines represents a variation to the consented 
assess way. In addition, 1000 SHL are looking to move the building platforms for lots 6 and 7 slightly 
to better accommodate the access way and avoid erosion prone areas. 1000 SHL have engaged Mike 
Farrow of Littoralis landscape architects to assist with finalising the alignment to ensure it avoids 
erosion prone areas and maintains the current aesthetics of the land formation while providing an 
access to each lot. 
 

Attachments/Ngā tapirihanga 

Attachment 1: NRC resource consent approval ⇩  

Attachment 2: FNDC resource consent approval ⇩  

Attachment 3: Drawings of the proposed alignment amendments and access route realignment ⇩   

TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_files/TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_Attachment_15570_1.PDF
TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_files/TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_Attachment_15570_2.PDF
TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_files/TOTB_20220218_AGN_3154_AT_Attachment_15570_3.PDF
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 Attachment 3: Drawing of the proposed alignment amendments and access route realignment. 
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